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Introduction 



^^^^ ( ^a'far ) is the name of the people inhabiting the 
desert regions of the Red Sea Coast from Jibuti north to 
Mitsiwwa and extending west to the foothills of the Ethiopian 
plateau, and of the language they speak. The language is 
a member of the Lowland East Cushitic sub-family of Afro- 
Asiatic. The Afar number around 250,000 mostly in Ethiopia 
but including about 70,000 in the Territory of the Afars 
and Issas,^ The Arabic name for the Afar is Danakil (singu- 
lar Dankali) which has been adopted by most foreign languages. 
In Ethiopia the Afar and their language are called Adal after 
the Adal sultanate which retreated into the region of Aussa 
after its defeat in the 16th century. 

Francis Mahaffy has classified dialects in Saho-Afar in 
an "order of affinity" basically from north to south as 
follows : "Assaorta, Minif eri, Irob, Hadu, Northern Afar, 
Southern Afar" (1952:1-2). Bender et al 1976 has changed 
Mahaffy 's "Southern" to "Central" and accepted his suggestion 
that the southern end of the continuum is the Aussa dialect 
of Afar (p. 61). These seven dialects vary in their mutual 
intelligibility with more distant dialects being generally 
less intelligible than contiguous dialects and Hadu being 
the most easily understood by all (Mahaffy, 1952:2). Enid 
Parker roughly summarizes the main dialects of Afar as "Aussa, 
Djibouti, and Northern" (1974a:ii). 
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